THE   FASCIST   DOCTRINE                      I2Q
* natural' expression in the leaders who personify the soul of the
nation.
Fascist doctrine as expounded in writings with some philo-
sophical pretensions, does not give, perhaps, the clearest picture
of what came to be the * Fascist doctrine' in the mind of the
average man, educated or half-educated.   Difficult though an
inquiry of this kind must be, it is certain that the emphasis put
on some point or other by propaganda had much more effect
than many complicated treatises in the forming of a more or less
universally accepted idea of Fascism.   Songs, posters, speeches,
newspaper articles, slogans, and art productions of all descriptions
converged into the minds of millions of people, carrying with
them the' principles of Fascism'. If any scale of 'intensity' can be
set up, it is probable that the4 Duce-motive' occupied the highest
grade in it. The photograph or portrait of the * providential man',
very often in uniform, was always before the eyes of everybody,
in the streets, in the papers, in offices, shops, cinemas,  and
schools.   'The Duce is always right' summarizes the attitude
which it was expected everybody would take in judging his
deeds; this watchword was thrust before the eyes of all, and
hammered into the minds and hearts of millions. Next should
come the 'war-motive'; students were reminded that books are
only half their lives, the other half being represented by the rifl$:
Libra e Moschetto became the motto of the youth organizations.
The general mood, for everybody, was to be one of violent
audacity: Meg Ho vivere un giorno da leone die cento anm da pecora
(Better to live one day as a lion than a hundred years as a sheep);
this motto,  which had a topical meaning when it was  first
written on the wall of a half-destroyed house during the first
world war, was to keep the war atmosphere alive for everybody
who saw it written on many a newly built or repainted wall of
the never-peaceful Fascist Italy.   The children had their own
song II Balilla, reminding them that they would be called to
* throw stones' at the enemy as the first bearer of that name had
done two centuries before. The equation between 'citizen* and
'soldier', whether at peace or at war, though it did not come
much into prominence in   theory, was brought home to every-
body by the organization of the Party, Militia, youth formations,
and other Fascist associations; pride in wearing a uniform, being
a gerarca or a gregario was to make a transformation in the
character as well as in the social views of the Italians.   These
three points of doctrine, i.e., faith in the Duce, the will to fight,
and military discipline, were summarized in the slogan which
became the motto of Fascism: 'Credere, obbedire, combattere'
(Believe, obey, fight).
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